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Director’s Notes 
 
 
Berlin in 1928 was a thriving hotbed of art, science and       
commerce. Having weathered the horror and humiliation of 
the First World War (then known only as the Great War, for 
there was no indication that worse was coming) the city   
clung to renewed life with decadent art and jazz. A booming 
(but false) economy promised instant riches within everyone's 
grasp. But even as the guests at the Grand Hotel clambered 
over each other in pursuit of their lofty dreams, a storm was 
looming. The stock market had begun to crack and investors 
were turning to the wildly rising and equally precarious    
American market, the chasm between the haves and the have-
nots was widening, and a showman politician was lying in  
wait for his chance to lead the people into another war and 
help make Germany great again.  
  
This is the foundation of Grand Hotel, a musical brought to 
vivid life on Broadway in 1989 by Tommy Tune, a production   
I was fortunate to see as a young actor. It's a joy to explore   
this challenging piece, its complicated characters and its un-
conventionally cinematic score with these wonderful students 
— and it's an equal joy to share it with you. 
 
  - Brian Hill 
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Raffaela Ottanio - The Ballerina's Companion Jessica Watters 
Colonel-Doctor Otternschlag - The Doctor  Gavin Tessier 
Hermann Preysing - The General Director  Jonah McIntosh 
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